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Executive Committee 

Hi and a Happy New Year to all!,

     The start of a new year brings the promise to fulfill
well intended resolutions. How does one stay on track
and follow through on the promises one makes to
oneself? I have struggled with this question throughout
my adult life. With good intentions I would think of
ways to improve as a person, find better ways to lose
weight and get into better shape by exercising more.
After compiling a very long list, I instantly became
discouraged. Later I shifted gears. Knowing my tendency
to procrastinate I decided to forgo resolutions. Hence,
leaving me less disappointed but still overweight and
added shortcomings.
 I have settled on focusing on one thing, not too big or
too small with the hope of being successful. Yes, there
may be pitfalls in my plan, but being successful and
fulfilled with one goal may lead me to do two next year.
Who knows where this can go?
 For all those who struggle with their own resolutions, I
hope you find what works best for you. May the New
Year bring you peace, good health and happiness. May
you continue to be the best version of yourself in all you
do.
Reminder:
 The goal of our Executive Committee is to continue to
support our members by keeping them abreast of various
issues that might directly affect them. We are also
committed to supporting our school community;
students and teachers and those in need.

We have accomplished these goals through a variety of programs
and activities that we feel will benefit everyone in the Suffern
Central School District. How can you help support these
initiatives? A few ways would include paying our yearly dues($10)
and contributing to Vote Cope. The dues and contribution to
Vote Cope goes a long way in supporting the following activities:

The Food Pantry and Soup Kitchen
$1,000 Family Scholarship ( dues must be up to date)
Teacher Appreciation Week
Library Week donation
REACH foundation classroom grant ($1,000)
Luncheons (Spring & Fall)
Disaster Relief

According to NYSUT:
 “ As a retiree, you will have access to many important retirement
related activities, benefits and opportunities that will be provided
by your local, NYSUT, AFT and NEA. If your local has a retiree
chapter, NYSUT requires that you enroll with your chapter to
maintain your membership in NYSUT, AFT, and NEA. your local
retirement chapter may also require you to pay dues, and it is
important that you remain in good standing each year to maintain
membership.”
 To participate in services provided to Retiree members by
NYSUT, AFT and NEA as well as local opportunities ie. Family
Scholarship, Voting and luncheons you must be current with your
dues. Whether you live locally or are a distance away, we encourage
all of our members to take an active role in our chapter. Looking
forward to seeing you at our Annual Meeting in May where we
will be honoring the 20th. year Retiree class of 2004.

https://www.youtube.com/@sufferncsdboardofeducation6294
http://srtc-sea.org/


COMMUNITY ACTION

Community Relations 
T. McTaggart, J. Nencetti, & S. Roberts

Thank you to all for your generosity!

Your support for the Feeding Ministry at Christ Church and the Sloatsburg Food
Pantry is always needed and appreciated! 

In 2024 we will continue to build on our successful fundraising.  

Christ Episcopal Church Soup Kitchen 
2023  Donations:

SPRING: $2,065.00
FALL: $4,495.00
TOTAL: $6,560.00

Sloatsburg Food Pantry
Make checks payable to “Sloatsburg Food Pantry” (memo: Donation) and mail to:

Tom McTaggart
14 Waldron Terrace

Sloatsburg, NY 10974

VOTE COPE 2023 PAC  
by Nancy Pratt

132 members contributed for a total of $9,455 to date. 
 Final figures will be available in February 2024. 

Thank you to all that participated.

2024 Campaign begins October 1, 2024

Christ Church Soup Kitchen:
Make checks payable to “Christ Episcopal Church”

(memo: Soup Kitchen) and mail to:
Joyce Nencetti

371 Heights Rd.
Wyckoff, NJ 07481
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Medicare Reimbursement
Medicare Reimbursement
Don’t forget to submit your Forms! Fill out the form included in this newsletter and submit

it to the District Office for Medicare reimbursement by February 16, 2024.

Suffern Central School District reimburses the base rate of Medicare Part B on a quarterly
basis (March, June, September and December).  Fill out the form attached at the end of this
newsletter and submit it to the District Office for your quarterly Medicare reimbursement.  
This form needs to be submitted each year for reimbursement by February 16, 2024

1.

Direct Deposit is available - fill out the form included in this newsletter for direct deposit if
you have not already done so.  This only needs to be submitted one time.

2.

Excess Medicare, known as IRMAA (Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amounts), is also
reimbursed via a one time payment each year. In addition to the standard Medicare Part "B"
Premium, Medicare enrollees with a higher modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) pay an
additional income-related monthly adjustment (IRMAA), a Medicare premium amount
adjusted for their income, for Part "B" Medicare coverage. This will be reflected on your SA-
1099 Social Security Benefit Statement. Review your SA- 1099 and note the total amount of
Medicare Part B premiums deducted from your total benefits. This can be found in the
section, “Description of Amount in Box 3”. Subtract the amount already reimbursed quarterly
by the District. If Social Security has deducted more than that amount, you are entitled to a
reimbursement of the difference by the District.  You need to send a letter requesting
reimbursement each year.

3.

If you have any questions, contact Christina Bennin, Employee Benefits Clerk Suffern
Central School District (845) 357 - 7783 ext 11237

*Informational purposes only. If you have any questions, contact your financial advisor.

NOTE: Please check your email to confirm you are receiving emails from Suffern School District .
Every retiree should have received the following email: 

From: Bennin, Christina <cbennin@sufferncentral.org>
Date: Thu, Dec 21, 2023 at 2:13 PM
Subject: Medicare Reimbursement Form for the 2024 Calendar Year (Due 2/16/2024)

Planning Ahead

Some tips to remember as you plan ahead

How you plan ahead is unique to every individual/family. 
 

Plan for Healthy Aging - See NYS Office of Aging for more information.
NYS PREP - Pension and Retirement Education Program 
Go to NY Connects for free, unbiased information about long-term services and supports
in New York State for people of all ages or with any type of disability. 
NYSUT - member benefits Insurance
NYSTRS Discovering Retirement 

mailto:cbennin@sufferncentral.org
https://aging.ny.gov/programs/healthy-aging
https://nystrs.org/Retirement-Planning/Pension-Retirement-Education-Program
https://www.nyconnects.ny.gov/
https://memberbenefits.nysut.org/program-service/insurance
https://www.nystrs.org/NYSTRS/media/PDF/Library/Publications/DiscoveringRetirement.pdf
https://www.nystrs.org/NYSTRS/media/PDF/Library/Publications/DiscoveringRetirement.pdf


 
SUFFERN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

45 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 
HILLBURN, NEW YORK 10931 

Lawrence Mautone 
Asst. Supt. for HR 
(845) 357-7783, x11223
lmautone@sufferncentral.org 

Please complete this form and return by February 16, 2024 to: 

Please provide the name, address and phone number of an emergency contact in the event that we are
unable to contact you. 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I AM ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICARE REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE SUFFERN CENTRAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT. THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I AM NOT RECEIVING REIMBURSEMENT FROM ANY OTHER
AGENCY. 

I ALSO AGREE TO NOTIFY THE DISTRICT WITHIN 10 DAYS OF ANY DISQUALIFYING EVENT, SUCH AS DIVORCE,
DEATH OF A SPOUSE, OR ANY OTHER EVENT WHICH DISQUALIFIES ME OR MY SPOUSE FROM RECEIVING
REIMBURSEMENT OF THE MEDICARE PREMIUM. 
 
SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________________________ DATE: ____________________ 

SPOUSE’S SIGNATURE: ____________________________________________________ DATE: ____________________ 

 
NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Suffern Central School District 
Attn: Benefits Office 
45 Mountain Avenue 
Hillburn, NY 10931 
Please provide your primary address and notify us of any future address changes. 
New Address 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH: ________________________ MEDICARE #: _________________________________________________

SPOUSE’S NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH: ________________________ MEDICARE #: _________________________________________________ 



 
SUFFERN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

45 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 
HILLBURN, NEW YORK 10931 

Lawrence Mautone 
Asst. Supt. for HR 
(845) 357-7783, x11223
lmautone@sufferncentral.org 

Medicare Reimbursement 

Dear Suffern Retiree, 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. It is time for the district to conduct the annual audit for 
recipients of Medicare Part B reimbursement. 
Please find the attached Medicare information update form for your Medicare Part “B” reimbursement for 
calendar year 2024. 
Kindly fill out the form completely and provide us with the following: 

• A Copy of the SSA-1099 for 2023 for you (and your spouse if receiving reimbursement 
from the district). This form must be sent to receive IRMAA* reimbursement if you are 
eligible. 

AND/OR 

• A Copy of the documentation/letter from the Social Security Administration detailing the 
monthly premium for Medicare Part “B” for 2024 for you (and your spouse if receiving 
reimbursement from the district). 

*What is IRMAA? 
The Medicare income-related monthly adjustment amount, or IRMAA, is a surcharge on Medicare premiums 
for Medicare Part B (medical insurance) and Part D prescription drug plans. It applies only to Medicare 
beneficiaries who have a modified adjusted gross income above $97,000 ($103,000 in 2024) for an individual 
return and $194,000 ($206,000 in 2024) for a joint return. If your earnings are below this threshold, IRMAA 
doesn't apply to you. 

Please be advised, for auditing purposes, redacted bank statements are no longer acceptable proof justifying 
the amount to be reimbursed for Medicare Part B. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Christina Bennin in the Benefits Office at (845) 357 – 
7783, ext. 11237 or cbennin@sufferncentral.org. 

https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-b
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-b
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-b
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-d
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-d
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/insurance/medicare/what-is-medicare-part-d
mailto:cbennin@sufferncentral.org
mailto:cbennin@sufferncentral.org
mailto:cbennin@sufferncentral.org




Spring Luncheon
May 7, 2024
Characters

 Sloatsburg, New York

Suffern Retired Teachers Chapter 
20th Anniversary

Celebrate with us at our Fall Luncheon

Suffern Retired Teachers Chapter -SEA support: 

Teacher appreciation week
Contributions to Christ Church and Sloatsburg Food Pantry

Vote Cope
Annual Scholarship

Yearbooks
Donations to Libraries and Library Week

Reach Foundation
District Retiree Seminars

Upcoming Events



The SEA’s Spring Retirement Seminar will take place on 
March 4 at 4:00 in the SHS auditorium.

District News & Updates

SEA RETIREMENT PLANNING 

SUFFERN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RESTRUCTURING PLAN

SPRING UPDATE

Personnel at the Elementary Schools have received assignments for the 2024-25
school year.  
Team building, planning and collaborative meetings are scheduled for the
March Superintendent’s Conference Day.  Parent tours of new schools and
information sessions will take place in April with a #OneSuffern Celebration
event, followed by a community-wide gathering event in May.



 Reminders, Events & Notes About Your Union

NYSUT Membership

SRTC-SEA  Officer Nominations
2024 is an election year for SRTC Officers.  
Nomination Forms will be emailed to all members in March.

NYSUT is a labor union representing nearly 700,000 professionals who work
in, or are retired from, New York’s schools, colleges and healthcare facilities. 

Are you a NYSUT member in good standing? 
Did you receive a NYSUT membership card for 2024?
Did you pay your $10.00 SRTC-SEA dues for 2023-2024?

Go to NYSUT Member Benefits to review benefits for members in good
standing. 

An important message from NYSUT 
https://www.nysut.org/members/retirees/retiree-handbook

"As a retiree, you will have access to many important retirement related activities, benefits and
opportunities that will be provided by your local (if they have a retiree chapter), NYSUT, AFT and NEA.

If your local has a retiree chapter, NYSUT requires that you enroll with your chapter to maintain your
membership in NYSUT, AFT and NEA. Your local retirement chapter may also require you to pay dues,

and it is important that you remain in good standing each year to maintain membership."

Check your NYSUT membership status so that you do not miss out on membership-associated benefits!

NYSUT Updates 
Check out NYSUT news
 https://www.nysut.org/news
 
To keep up to date with NYSUT updates, signup
for MAC (Member Action Center) text alerts 
Go to https://mac.nysut.org/ scroll down, enter
your cell number.

NYSTRS Updates
Read NYSTRS Newsletter for the
Retired Members from the NYS
Teachers Retirement System. 

https://memberbenefits.nysut.org/?_gl=1*fvwe90*_ga*MTUwOTU1MzQyNy4xNzA2MTI2Mjg2*_ga_4MLFSZS7YX*MTcwNjEyNjI4Ni4xLjEuMTcwNjEyNzU2NC41OC4wLjA.
https://www.nysut.org/members/retirees/retiree-handbook
https://mac.nysut.org/
https://nystrs.org/Retirees/Resource-%28Retirees%29
https://nystrs.org/Retirees/Resource-%28Retirees%29


Morning Coffee with
Wordle

Guess the WORDLE in 6
tries. Each guess must be

a valid 5 letter word.

Check out Goodreads
to keep track of your

reading, find new
books, and interesting

reviews! 

New York Times Spelling Bee 
Daily puzzle free Unlimited

access requires subscription

Mathler Crosswordle Waffle

What is the longest word in the dictionary?

The first person who sends in the correct answer will win a prize.

Submissions should be sent to Phil Lima at amigos48@aol.com.

Phil will use the date and time the entry was received in his email.

President Phil’s Trivia Question

How to print this Newsletter
Some members inquired about printing the newsletter. Since the newsletter
is created as a video (due to the embedded multimedia), it cannot be printed

as a pdf after publication; therefore a pdf (without multimedia) will be
available on the SRTC- SEA webpage. If you have questions or suggestions,

please email the newsletter team: srtc.connection@gmail.com 

If you learn about the passing of one of our members (or their immediate family)
and would like us to send out an alert, please email: anneclark10987@gmail.com.

Any additional information you can provide (i.e. obituary, services, address of next-
of-kin) would be appreciated. Thank you.

https://www.nytimes.com/games/wordle/index.html
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://www.mathler.com/
https://crosswordle.com/
https://wafflegame.net/daily
http://srtc-sea.org/
mailto:anneclark10987@gmail.com


Learn more by scanning the QR code to the left,
visiting memberbenefits.nysut.org, 

or calling 800-626-8101.

For information about contractual endorsement arrangements with providers of endorsed programs, please contact NYSUT Member Benefits.
Jan/Feb. 2024

Check out all your union membership has to offer!

Free Premium Calm App for All NYSUT
In-Service AND Retiree Members!

•
•
• 

The #1 app for sleep, meditation, and relaxation
Unlimited access to the full library of content
Add up to five dependents (age 16 or older) to receive their
own premium Calm subscription

The Calm app -- recognized as Apple’s Best of 2018 award winner, Apple’s App of the Year 2017, and Google Play
Editor’s Choice 2018 -- is the #1 app for sleep, meditation, and relaxation with over 100 million downloads.
Whether members have 30 seconds or 30 minutes of time available, the diverse content library offered by Calm
includes numerous resources for their schedule and needs.

Members can explore guided meditations and specialized music playlists to help with stress and focus, mindful
movement video and audio, relaxing sleep stories, nature scenes and sounds, specific content tailored for 
children, masterclasses led by experts, and more.

To learn more about how to create your Calm account and access the premium content for free, visit
memberbenefits.nysut.org/free-member-benefits and then click on “Premium Calm Service.” From there, you will
find detailed instructions on how to create your Calm account along with a helpful Frequently Asked Questions
document about the service. You will need your NYSUT ID number to create an account with your email address
and password. Your NYSUT ID number can be found on your NYSUT Membership Card or by visiting
https://www.nysut.org/memberid. 

Once you create your free Calm account on your computer, it is recommended that you download the Calm app
for your iOS or Android device. After downloading the Calm app for your preferred mobile device, you can then
log in with your email address and password to unlock the premium Calm content.


